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NEW BEDFORD — Continuing its historic investment in climate change resiliency, the
Baker-Polito Administration today announced $11.6 million in grants to cities and towns
through the Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness (MVP) Program. The popular grant and
designation program, which was created in 2017 as part of Governor Baker’s Executive
Order 569 (/eea/pr-2016/governor-signs-climate-change-strategy-executive-order.html), provides
communities with funding and technical support to identify climate hazards, develop
strategies to improve resilience, and implement priority actions to adapt to climate
change. With these grants, 82% of Massachusetts cities and towns are now enrolled in the
MVP program.
“Our administration is committed to working with local communities to build long-term
resilience for critical infrastructure and ensure they have the resources they need to
prepare for the challenge of climate change,” said Governor Charlie Baker. “The MVP
program is providing a glimpse at the monumental scale of this challenge, which is why I
filed the ResilientMA legislation, which would provide a new and sustained funding source
for climate resilience projects.”
“The MVP Program pairs local leadership and knowledge with a significant investment of
resources and funding from the Administration to address ongoing climate change
impacts like sea level rise, inland flooding, storms, and extreme temperatures,” said
Lieutenant Governor Karyn Polito. “We are proud that 82 percent of municipalities across
the Commonwealth are partnering with us through this program, and that these awards
will ensure all communities across the state can begin making investments in strategies
that protect residents and natural resources, and contribute to strong economic growth
and innovation throughout the state.”
Over $1 million in MVP Planning Grants were awarded to 38 cities and towns to pursue a
community-led planning process to identify vulnerabilities to climate change and priority
actions. Results of the workshops and planning efforts inform existing local plans, grant
applications, and policies. When complete, these municipalities will be eligible for MVP
Action Grants to implement priority on-the-ground projects.
Over $10.5 million in MVP Action Grants were awarded to 52 cities, towns or regional
partnerships to implement projects that build local resilience to climate change in the
Commonwealth’s third round of MVP Action Grant funding.  Projects are focused on
proactive strategies to address climate change impacts and may include retrofitting and
adapting infrastructure, detailed vulnerability assessments or design and engineering
studies, stormwater upgrades, dam retrofits and removals, culvert upgrades, drought
mitigation, actions to protect environmental justice communities and improve public
health, energy resilience, mosquito control initiatives, and implementing nature-based
solutions such as wetland restoration and floodplain protection.
“The record participation in the Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness Program underscores
the need for forward-looking solutions that build strong, resilient local economies, provide
necessary adaptation for vulnerable infrastructure and mitigate the impacts of climate
change,” said Energy and Environmental Affairs Secretary Kathleen Theoharides.  “The
Baker-Polito Administration is committed to supporting municipalities in getting this work
off the ground, and has committed to an ambitious goal to spend a total of $1 billion on
climate resiliency by 2022.”
The following communities will receive funding to complete the MVP planning process in
2020:
Applicant Region Total Award
Abington Greater Boston $17,000
Acushnet Southeast $15,000
Berlin Central $20,000
Bernardston Greater Connecticut River Valley $20,000
Billerica Northeast $39,000
Bolton Central $15,000
Boxborough Northeast $15,000
Dracut Northeast $44,000
East Bridgewater Southeast $15,000
Georgetown Northeast $47,000
Hatfield Greater Connecticut River Valley $20,000
Haverhill Northeast $70,600
Hubbardston Greater Connecticut River Valley $20,000
Lowell Northeast $77,550
Lunenburg Central $15,000
New Marlborough Berkshires & Hilltowns $20,000
New Salem Greater Connecticut River Valley $27,000
North Andover Northeast $35,000
North Brookfield Greater Connecticut River Valley $25,000
Northfield & Warwick Greater Connecticut River Valley $39,000
Pembroke Southeast $29,500
Princeton Central $20,000
Randolph Greater Boston $40,000
Reading Northeast $21,000
Rowe Berkshires & Hilltowns $20,000
Rowley Northeast $15,000
Sharon Greater Boston $22,000
Shutesbury Greater Connecticut River Valley $27,000
Southampton Greater Connecticut River Valley $22,000
Sterling Central $15,000
Stoneham Greater Boston $36,000
TOTAL                                                                                                   $1,018,050
The following communities were awarded Action Grants in 2020:
Sturbridge Greater Connecticut River Valley $15,000
Topsfield Northeast $27,000
Townsend Central $22,000
Westfield Greater Connecticut River Valley $32,000
Westminster Central $22,000
Winchendon Greater Connecticut River Valley $36,400
Awardee Project Title Award Amount
Acton 53 River Street Dam Removal $112,500
Adams & Mohawk
Trail Woodland
Partnership
Mohawk Trail Woodland Partnership Regional
Adaptation & Resilience Project
$1,489,956
Amesbury Open Space and Recreation Plan Update $37,500
Amherst Climate Action, Adaptation and Resilience Plan $100,000
Auburn Develop Protection Measures for Vulnerable $145,452
Drinking Water Supply Areas and Evaluate Green
Bridge Design
Beverly Climate Action and Resilience Plan $100,000
Boxford, Topsfield, &
Ipswich
Increasing regional flood resiliency through re-
designing culverts in the Howlett Brook Watershed
$45,866
Brookline Urban Forest Climate Resiliency Master Plan $112,500
Canton Climate Change Vulnerability and Resiliency
Assessment Study
$337,500
Chelmsford Dunshire Drive Culvert Replacement & Deep Brook
Stream Restoration: Phase I
$83,545
Chelsea & Everett  Island End River Flood Resilience Project $454,555
Deerfield Flood Resiliency Through Green Infrastructure in
Deerfield
$572,250
Easton Wetland Restoration- Removal of Abandoned
Structures
$177,620
Erving Wheelock Culvert Repair/Replacement and Data
Redundancy
$64,000
Fall River Water Supply Risk & Resilience Assessment (RRA)
and Distribution System
$115,725
Framingham Walnut Street Neighborhood Flood Mitigation &
City Stormwater Utility Feasibility Studies
$206,850
Gosnold Cuttyhunk Land Conservation Project $1,400,000
Harvard Community Climate Action & Land Stewardship
Plan
$70,860
Holliston Sustainability & Resiliency Action Plan $100,000
Holyoke Impervious Surface Mapping for Resiliency
Planning and Implementation
$93,850
Hull Assessment of Shoreline Resiliency Alternatives for
Marginal Road
$25,373
Ipswich Ipswich River Sewer Interceptor and Siphon Risk
Mitigation and Resiliency Improvements
$18,945
Lynn Strawberry Brook Resilient Stormwater
Management and Implementation Plan
$112,500
Manchester-by-the-
Sea
Sawmill Brook Central Pond Restoration Project
Phase 2: Permitting and Final Design
$72,385
Medford Equity-Centered Process for Climate Action and
Adaptation Planning
 
$36,136
 
 
Suitability Assessment for Equitable, Community-
Driven Resilience Hubs
$65,259
Melrose City Hall Parking Lot Green Infrastructure Project $70,313
Monson Energy Resiliency for Town Hall-EOC-Police HQ
Facility
$75,000
Monterey Enhancing Flood Resiliency through Culvert
Improvements along the Konkapot River in
Monterey Town Center
$57,893
Nahant  Increasing the Resiliency of Short Beach on Nahant
to Sea Level Rise: Access Point Restoration and
Modification Plan
$35,565
New Bedford &
Fairhaven
New Bedford Harbor MC-FRM Evaluation and
Resilience Design Guideline Development
$58,662
Newbury Controlling Flooding and Addressing Future
Climate Impacts through the Replacement of the
Orchard Street Culvert
$126,324
Newbury &
Newburyport
Plum Island Cost/Benefit Analysis $217,451
Newburyport Resilient Critical Infrastructure: Adapting a
Wastewater Treatment Facility, Underground
Electric Lines and Public Rail Trail to Future Sea
Level Rise and Storm Surge
$71,160
Northampton Restoring the Pine Grove Golf Course for Climate
Resiliency
$225,000
Oak Bluffs,
Aquinnah, Chilmark,
West Tisbury,
Tisbury, &
Edgartown
Development of an Island-Wide Specific
Adaptation Strategy
$54,000
Palmer RT 181 Culvert Replacement & Culvert
Infrastructure Assessment
 
Comprehensive Master Plan
$26,000
 
 
$112,500
Peabody Resilient North River Canal Corridor– Phase 2 $365,014
Pelham Pelham Severe Weather Mitigation Project $140,000
Pittsfield Mill Street (Tel-Electric) Dam Removal Project $99,000
Plainfield Transportation Infrastructure Improvement,
Inventory, and Prioritization Plan
$33,550
Quincy Coastal Flood Mitigation Storm Drainage
Improvements - Phase 1: Engineering & Public
Outreach 
$164,046            
Salem Ocean Ave. West Pump Station Flood Mitigation –
Preliminary Design
$174,750
Sheffield, New
Marlborough, &
Sandisfield-
Rural Dirt Road Resilience: Assessment, Pilot
Study, and Recommendations Report
$123,972
Shirley Microgrid Feasibility Study $63,272
Somerville, Boston,
Chelsea, Everett,
Winthrop, & Revere
Critical Regional Infrastructure and Social
Vulnerability in the Lower Mystic Watershed
$389,995
Swampscott Beach Access Resiliency and Accessibility
Improvements
 $375,521
Uxbridge Integrated Vector-borne Disease Control Program $256,926
Waltham Resilient Stormwater Management and
Implementation Plan
$217,370
Weston Climate Action & Resiliency Plan $100,000
Woburn Shaker Glen Restoration and Flood Mitigation $145,445
Worcester Worcester Senior Center Parking Lot – Nature-
Based Solutions
$466,140
Yarmouth Energy Resiliency for Mission-Critical Facilities $150,000
Total Municipalities Total Projects (54) $10,545,996
“We’re grateful to the Baker-Polito Administration for their commitment to investing in
resilience and infrastructure, including protecting the Port of New Bedford, the economic
engine of southeastern Massachusetts,” said New Bedford Mayor Jon Mitchell. “Mitigating
the effects of climate change, including sea level rise, will ensure the continued success of
the port, the fishing industry that makes it the top commercial fishing port in America, and
the entire maritime economy that calls New Bedford home.”
“Towns like Uxbridge have worked hard to assess their vulnerability needs and develop
plans to raise the standards to meet their needs,” said State Senator Ryan Fattman (R-
Sutton). “This is why I am proud to see Uxbridge receive $256,926 for the Integrated
Vector-borne Disease Control Program. I’d like to thank the Baker-Polito Administration
and the Secretary of Energy and Environmental Affairs, Kathleen Theoharides for
recognizing the leadership of Uxbridge, and all of the towns that received grants, for their
hard work and dedication to making their towns a safer place to live and work.”
“My communities, and communities throughout the Commonwealth are always working
towards more sustainability and resiliency.  These funds allow the communities to plan
and take action on what is right for them,” said State Senator Anne M. Gobi (D-Spencer),
Senate Chair of the Joint Committee on Environment, Natural Resources and
Agriculture.  “I appreciate the support of the Baker-Polito Administration and I am glad to
continue to support MVP in the budget.”
“Resiliency has become an integral part of planning for municipalities across the
Commonwealth in order to protect important assets from environmental change,” said
State Representative James Kelcourse (R-Amesbury). “The Baker-Polito Administration
has taken significant steps to ensure support for our communities through programs such
as the MVP grant.”   
“Climate change is a real and pressing issue facing our communities and our planet at a
steadily increasing rate,” said State Representative Pignatelli (D-Lenox), House Chair of
the Joint Committee on Environment, Natural Resources and Agriculture. “I am grateful
to the Baker-Polito Administration and Secretary Theoharides for ensuring we have
or Regions (52)
options such as the MVP Program available for communities across the Commonwealth
to effectively use state resources to invest in infrastructure necessary to combat climate
change in the long run. I am happy to see the Berkshires and hilltowns included in this
year’s list of recipients and I hope to see the MVP Program continue to flourish and
benefit Massachusetts for years to come.”
MVP supports implementation of the State Hazard Mitigation and Climate Adaptation
Plan, released in September 2018, provided a national model of integrating hazard
mitigation priorities with forward-looking climate change data and solutions. The plan
engaged over 500 stakeholders and is the first in the nation to fully integrate federal
hazard mitigation planning requirements, with a proactive approach to addressing the
impacts from climate change. The plan is implemented within state government by the
Resilient MA Action Team, an inter-agency team launched in August by Governor Baker
and Lieutenant Governor Polito an inter-agency team led by the Executive Office of
Energy and Environmental Affairs and the Massachusetts Emergency Management
Agency, and staffed by designated Climate Change Coordinators from each Executive
Office. In its first year, the Resilient MA Action Team will provide guidance and decision-
making for Plan implementation, further refine priority actions, and ensure actions are
integrated into agency practice and policy. The RMAT will also be exploring development
of climate resilience standards for state agencies and a resilience evaluation for the annual
capital planning process to ensure that investments are climate-smart.
 
Governor Baker also filed the Resilient MA legislation
(/news/governor-baker-lt-governor-polito-announce-new-climate-adaptation-programs-local-aid-proposals)
to support municipalities and help protect Massachusetts residents, communities,
economy, natural resources and infrastructure from the adverse effects of climate change,
through an increase in the excise on real estate transfers to fund a substantial and
sustained investment in climate change adaptation through programs like MVP and the
implementation of the State Hazard Mitigation and Climate Adaptation Plan. The revenue
would be directed towards investments in resilient infrastructure to help make
communities safer, keep vital services online, reduce the long-term costs of climate-
related risks and protect the value of property across the Commonwealth. The proposal is
estimated to generate $1.3 billion over 10 years which would be deposited into the
Commonwealth’s Global Warming Solutions Trust Fund to support municipalities, regional
municipal partnerships, and agencies to implement priority adaptation projects.
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Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs 
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EEA seeks to protect, preserve, and enhance the Commonwealth’s environmental
resources while ensuring a clean energy future for the state’s residents. Through
the stewardship of open space, protection of environmental resources, and
enhancement of clean energy, the Executive Office of Energy and Environmental
Affairs works tirelessly to make Massachusetts a wonderful place to live, work, and
raise a family.
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